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The Society is now on Twitter! Follow us on @WarwickNatHist
Two years almost to the day! The first Snippets was issued on 25th March 2020.
Thanks to all members for their contributions.
Earlier today I saw a Brimstone while driving along Kenilworth Road. I enjoyed the sight.
10th March
SH
There is a very good exhibition on at Leamington Art Gallery, at the Pump
Rooms. It is small but well worth a visit. The exhibits are mostly of botanical
studies by female artists and illustrators in the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries.
The exhibition runs until 24 April and is called ‘OUTGROWING’.
Opening times are Tuesday - Sunday, 10am - 4pm, (closed for lunch 12noon
- 12.30).
13th March
RD
Image reproduced by kind permission of Leamington art Gallery

Common reed and reed mace (sometimes known as bulrush)
grow side by side in the Midland Oak Park in Lillington. The park
was developed a few years ago as a flood alleviation scheme
around the Bins Brook. The original Midland Oak tree reputedly
marking the centre of England stood on the boundary of the
park. This was felled because of disease and replaced by a new
oak in 1988 grown on from an acorn taken from the original tree.
The whole area is only small but has now developed into a
wildlife haven with wildflowers attracting a variety of butterflies and moths. Much of it is
marshy ground with the associated plants and a few years ago it attracted snipe.
13th March
LD
A collared dove has returned to the conifer tree where it nested last year with a mate. It appears
to be on its own and whilst taking the odd stick into last year’s nest spends much time sitting
nearby cooing endlessly presumably trying to attract a new mate. The magpies are also taking an
interest no doubt with an eye on a future egg fest as they did last year.
13th March
LD
In St. Nicholas' Park, the resident pair of mute swans are nesting at
the same spot they used last year in the corner of Kingfisher Pools.
It is more overgrown now, so the female, who is sitting tight, is
difficult to see, while the male stands guard. Last year the eggs
hatched during a period of cold and wet weather and only one out
of nine cygnets survived. So, we’ll hope they have better luck this
time.
14th March
RT
.../

The butterflies were out in force in the garden today with four very bright male brimstone and one
female. One small tortoiseshell also present.
14th March
LD

I went on my annual ‘pilgrimage’ to the north of the county, namely
Daffern’s Wood at New Arley to see the Toothwort (Lathraea squamaria).
It is parasitic and grows on the roots of hazel in
Daffern’s. The spikes are beginning to emerge
and will peak in the next few weeks. It’s not too
common in Warwickshire.
14th March
LD

`Cedar Cup ` Geopora sumneriana
A scarce Spring-fungus the size of a golf-ball found at
Compton Verney Park this month. It is round and hollow
and as it grows up through the turf its upper-part splits
and curls back, exposing the waxy–white inner seen here.
The waxy layer holds millions of spores in pods / asci;
when mature they split, hurling the spores from the cup
up into the wind to be spread far and wide into the
environment.
Fungi are clever - look for it now at the base of Cedars,
and sometimes Yew-trees.
15th March
DC

The mining bee Andrena fulva is easily recognizable
with a gorgeous foxy brown thorax and golden furry
abdomen.
Finding one stumbling around on a Pieris shrub on
March 10th was very unexpected. Last year the first
female did not appear until March 29th.
Overnight temperatures dropped and any hope she
gone back underground fell as I spotted her looking
distressed and exposed on a hellebore leaf.

It is debatable whether stepping in is advisable or preferable to let nature take its course.
However, it is common practice to spray diluted sugar on shrubs for early hoverflies so I felt it
was worth giving her a fighting chance. I put a few drops on the back of my hand and with
various parts of her tongue at work using a lapping motion she fed for over fifteen minutes. All I
felt was a light tickle. https://youtu.be/fyDuToQJ6nA
A nemesia has flowers in our unheated greenhouse so I eased her onto that and sprayed the
leaves (avoiding her). She remained in the greenhouse overnight and was last seen exploring the
soil on a bed on young lettuce.
16th March
SG

.../

Happy signs of spring - a welcome visitor to
the garden, a Comma on March 14th.
16th March
MP

A cheery sign of spring – a host of golden daffodils by the
lake in Kenilworth’s Abbey Fields. And beneath the castle
walls were celandines. Yellow flowers seem to symbolise
spring, warmth and sunshine, all so welcome after winter.
By the lake two mute
swans were having a washand-brush-up.
One was bending its long neck backwards, forwards and upside
down while preening its feathers, ending up like a u-bend pipe
… how amazing to be so flexible!
King Richard I is credited with bringing swans to England from
Cyprus during the Crusades, as ornamental birds and a luxury
food.
16th March
FW
These rather splendid pictures of a female
Sparrowhawk feasting on a pigeon were taken in
his back garden by local birder and photographer
AC.

It was 16th March which was a very wet day, so the bird
looks somewhat bedraggled. Urban sparrowhawks seem to be
more common these days. Certainly I’ve seen them dashing
though the gardens in the very centre of town.
17th March
RT

Photos by Alec Cuthberston

Just appearing in our gardens now is
Bombylius major, the Bee-fly. Later than last
year's February 21st appearance but
understandable with cool weather and chilly
winds of late, this is a furry, harmless beemimic fly with a long proboscis.
Once feeding, it’s very easy to observe and
photograph. At rest, in sunshine, the dark
patch along the top of wings shows clearly. The eyes on a male
touch, the female has a hairy patch between the eyes.
Bombylius major is parasitic using solitary bees especially Andrena species. The female rubs her
rear in sandy soil adding a bit of weight to the eggs scattered randomly near the entrance of a
bee’s nest.
17th March
SG
.../

I took this picture of Butterbur at the end of last April on the
Oxford Canal around Rugby between Clifton Road (bridge
66) & Hillmorton Lane (bridge 69). We had combined the
canal walk with Bluebell Wood off the Butlin Road Cemetery
(free parking at entrance).
18th March
JE

Water Rail at Brandon Marsh
Water rails are supposed to be fairly common but so shy
that people rarely see them.
This one was only seen
(13 March) as I had the
camera in my hand taking a
photo of a moorhen and I
spotted a slight movement
in the reeds.
18th March

SB

A female hairy-footed flower bee,
Anthophora plumipes heads for an
Aubretia flower with her proboscis
at the ready.

A male hairy-footed flower bee, Anthophora plumipes doing something very
rare, having a rest. Usually they are dashing noisily around looking for
females or feeding at pulmonarias and aubretia.
18th March
SG

Serotine Bat Detector
Thanks to funding from WNHS, Warwickshire Bat Group was able to buy a third “static”
ultrasound detector for use in their search for the elusive Serotine bat in Warwickshire.
Unfortunately, Covid 19 limited our ability to deploy the detectors during 2020 and we only
managed to gather 32 nights of recordings.
However, things got moving again in 2021 and we collected over 140 nights of recordings.
Analysis of all this data took some time! Disappointingly we did not find any Serotines but we did
make several other very interesting finds, including potential roost locations for Noctules and
Leisler’s bats and some interesting records of Barbastelle bats - also rare in Warwickshire.
The Bat Group is planning follow up work in 2022 and is currently trying to obtain an upgrade to
2 other detectors to make them as useful as the one funded by WNHS.
20th March
TS

.../

My first Brimstone butterfly this year, well disguised
in my garden among yellow and green shrub leaves.
20th March
FW

An enjoyable visit to Whitacre Heath this morning. The light was
really nice but the birds were a little too far away for ideal
photography.

The Sedge Warbler and the Reed Bunting
were darting around quite quickly so we felt
lucky to get any result at all.
Little Grebe

Sedge Warbler

The Scarlet Elf Cup was spotted from the
path.
20th March
S&L B
Reed Bunting

A visit to Batsford Arboretum on a chilly March morning was
very uplifting, seeing masses of daffodils and magnolia trees such a splash of colour.
21st March
FW
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