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The Society is now on Twitter! Follow us on @WarwickNatHist
The Stitchwort is out, Campion is in bud, hedgerows are springing to life and our
blackbirds are once more in the nest by the front door with 4 hungry chicks –
what a great time of year this is!

Easter Monday. These two arrived on our garden table
to the accompaniment of pear blossom falling around
them like confetti!
21st April
CH

Intrepid Nature Lovers!
On 31st March several members of WNHS set out equipped for
the Arctic on Johnsons trip to the Attenborough Nature Reserve
in Nottinghamshire. The forecast was dire – high winds and
sleet or snow. On arrival the sun shone, the lake sparkling where
we saw Canada Geese, Greylag
Geese, Swans, Mallard, Tufted
Ducks and a nesting Moorhen. After
crossing a bridge, we entered the
visitor centre sited above the water,
getting maps of the reserve before following Ashley, our guide.

At first, we saw few birds apart from Long-tailed Tits, Robins and Great Tits with feathers fluffed
out to keep warm but we heard many other birds in the trees. As we viewed wildfowl in the
distance on the lake, we huddled under trees to shelter from a sudden snow blizzard.
The sun returned before another blizzard sent most of the party scurrying back to the café for
lunch while two of us took shelter in a hide. The view there disappeared in a white-out; with
picnic consumed and frozen bones we soon also headed for the warmer
café.
Thawed out, a small party of us visited the amazing Tower Hide on stilts
with aerial views over a lake with islands and reeds. Birds spotted
included Red-necked Pochard, Little Grebe, Terns, Lapwings, Ringed
Plovers, Sand martins, a Black-headed Gull with a crayfish - and even
Swallows arriving before many insects have emerged.
Handling binoculars and cameras was quite a challenge while wearing
gloves that day. It was not quite the warm springlike visit envisaged; indeed, more like an
endurance test for us and the wildlife, but a most enjoyable day!
21st April
FW
.../

Upton Warren Reserve – 21st April
This visit was a delight on a sunny day. We visited both pools –
The Flashes Pools (saline) and The Moors Pools (freshwater) and 53 birds ended up on Rick’s list (seen or heard).
On the sailing pool we saw
several Canada Geese
before plunging into the
private reserve full of leafy
undergrowth where
Cetti’s warblers were loud
and clear. Elegant Avocets were my favourite seen from a
hide on The Flashes, plus colourful Oyster Catchers, Little
Ringed Plovers, rare Lapwings and nesting Black- headed
Gulls.

Avocet

Oystercatchers

Shelduck
There was a magnificent view of islands from a hide on
The Moors with Tufted Duck, Swans and Gulls, while enroute
back to the cars we saw Reed Bunting and Great Tits on
feeders. A good day out and nice lunch in the cafe.
21st April
FW
As well as the birdlife, summer is also great on this
Reserve for insects, with the pools attracting ruddy
darter and southern and brown hawker dragonflies,
banded demoiselles and blue tailed damselflies.
Well worth visiting!

Lapwing
(Photos by SB, RT and FW)

.../

A reminder that the first white blossom in spring is not Blackthorn (Prunus
spinosa) with its black thorns but Cherry plum (Prunus cerasifera) with no thorns
and an edible fruit.
Following my image of a bee on the dandelion in the last Snippets:
I’m pretty sure your bee is Bombus vestalis, a cuckoo bee who targets nests
of Bombus terrestris. I can see a yellow band above the white that has a V
in the centre and that is just about showing by the upper edge of the closed
wings.
24th April
SG

Visiting Hampton Wood on 24th April to check up on bluebells,
I found a vast blue carpet.
The contrast of white stitchwort with
bluebells is one of Nature's wonders.

Also spotted a Peacock butterfly,
Speckled Wood and Orange Tips.
So many beautiful sights...

Bubbenhall Wood (25th April) also has a good bluebell display and birdsong is
wonderful. Spring flowers galore - bugle, wood anemones, primroses ...
Female Orange tip

Bugle

and beautiful cowslips in Bubbenhall meadows.
28th April
FW
A reminder to check on the Leamington Peregrines – all four eggs have now
hatched and there is a feeding frenzy to keep them all happy! 29th April
WILD GARLIC
My aim this year is to photograph the hoverfly Portevinia maculata which can only be found on
its food source, Wild Garlic. I would really appreciate any Ransom sightings on your woodland
walks please. If you could make the sun shine too, that would be a bonus! Many thanks.
1st May
SG

.../

Minsmere RSPB Reserve
A trip to Suffolk last week included visits to this lovely Reserve on
the East coast and Dunwich Heath where the Gorse was stunning.

The brisk north-easterly wind meant that conditions were icy in the
hides facing in that direction but sightings were numerous on the
many islands including Redshank and Greylag geese with chicks.
Unfortunately, the Bitterns didn’t perform for us but we watched the
antics of three Marsh Harriers over the marshes for a long time.
1st May
LW
After a gap of a month, I managed to visit Brandon Marsh twice during the latter part of April, on
the 23rd and 30th, fortunately the weather was fine on both occasions. My quest was to find
which visiting birds had arrived for the summer. It was good to have my first sighting of Common
Terns for the year, two on the 23rd and six on the 30th. Hopefully they will breed successfully
after their long journey to Brandon, all too often their eggs or young are predated here and in
2021 only very few are believed to have fledged.
A Cuckoo was heard calling to the west of the reserve on the 23rd, and both heard and seen on
the 30th. A pair of Little Ringed Plovers was present on both dates and, less usually, a Ringed
Plover was identified on the 30th. I had seen a few Sand Martins as far back as 26th March, but
despite seeing a couple of Barn Swallows over Old Milverton on 15th April, I have yet to see
them at Brandon where good numbers usually are to be seen around the Visitor Centre - is it
going to be a poor year for hirundines or are they just late?
Of concern there was a pathside sign informing visitors that a number of Ash trees had been
felled due to Ash Die-back Disease being identified.
1st May
TF
Bird Walk in the Park – 1st May
Rick led about 18 members on a walk through St Nicholas
Park to see how many bird species could be seen or heard.
With a target of 21 on a fairly gloomy, dampish day, we
exceeded the target with 27 on the list (including a
Whitethroat heard by Rick) - not bad, all things considered!
The Kingfisher Pools’ resident
Heron obligingly posed for a
photo-call at various locations
and we all managed to return
to our cars before the rain set in.
This is a lovely park in the centre of Warwick with many natural
habitats together with magnificent copper beeches, weeping
willows and copses of trees beside the river.
1st May

LW
.../

An interesting report in the Spring edition of ‘Wild Warwickshire’ from the
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust recording the discovery of a large colony of the rare
Brookweed (Samolus valerandi) at Bordon Hill Nurseries near Stratford upon
Avon. One of our members, Lisa Parkhill, kindly arranged a visit to the Nursery for
us in 2018.
This plant is mostly found in wet coastal dunes and has been scarce since the late
1800s. Lisa and grower Malcolm have been busy transplanting plants to suitable
locations and sowing harvested seeds, allowing this special plant to thrive at
Bordon Hill.
I was pleased to read in The Times newspaper that Dartford warbler numbers seen in nature
reserves have reached a record high as they make a comeback from the brink of extinction. This
has been achieved through restoration work by wildlife trusts on heathland, the birds’
habitat. Milder winters have also helped.
The nightjar has similarly increased in numbers as it also depends on well-managed heathland
habitat. All good news!
2nd May
LD

On a pleasant walk from Wellesbourne to Charlecote along the
river Dene we passed through St.Peter’s churchyard where we
found Scarlet Tiger moth caterpillars on Green Alkanet.
This moth is now found extensively in Warwickshire.
3rd May
RD

Some Poppies growing in the churchyard at Lillington.
3rd May
RD

Ants are making sandcastles in the garden path,

and a lovely walk in Wappenbury
Woodland April 30th.
3rd May
MP

.../

This landed in the cutlery rack. (Brimstone Moth?)
3rd May
CH

HS2 disturbed soil brought these out. Probably
wild but not far from the previous Railway
Nursery off the Kenilworth Road.
3rd May
CH

Eeyore! Someone had been there before us.
Seems to have made his home in our woodland, not the
Hundred Acre Wood.
3rd May
MP

Once again, the apple blossom is magnificent in the
garden with the promise of a good crop in the autumn.

A pleasing colour scheme in a corner of the front garden
(luck rather than planned!) The Viburnum plicatum in the
background has a spectacular array of flowers standing up
from the horizontal branches. This plant also provides
excellent autumn colour.
4th May
LW
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