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Watlington Hill
We visited Watlington Hill on the Chilterns. It was too early for the Silverspotted Skippers and Autumn Gentians but we had a good variety of wildflowers
growing on this chalk escarpment. These included many Frog Orchids
(Dactylorhiza viridis) which are quite small and easily over-looked being only up
to 20cms tall. The flowers are supposed to resemble frogs which takes a bit of
imagination!
Other wildflowers on Watlington included:
Dwarf Thistle (Cirsium acaule),

Carline Thistle
(Carlina vulgaris),

Vervain
(Verbena officinalis),

Squinancywort (Asperula cynanchica),

Clustered Bellflower
(Campanula glomerata)

The butterflies we saw included
Chalkhill Blue,

Brown Argus

and Dark Green Fritillary
17th July

LD
.../

Ashlawn Cutting – 28th July
Ian and Brenda led over 20 members through this lovely WWT
reserve with a wealth of flora lining the excellent pathway along
the old cutting.
Cinnabar caterpillars

Purple Loosestrife

It was a slow trip with so much to occupy us on the
way but we made it to the bridge at Hillmorton Road
to admire the engineering work and view the
wonderful
artwork.

29th July

LW

Purple Hairstreak at Ashlawn – not good
photos sadly as it was on its last legs.
ID

I’ve had a couple of Painted ladies in
my garden on the Buddleia;
the under-wing is more attractive
than the upper!

Nice to get a shot of this family of
Wrens paddling in the Compton
Verney Lake recently.
29th July
DC

.../

Dave taking it easy by the River Leam on our
field visit on the 14th July!

On 12th June Eithne and myself travelled to Cockermouth, Cumbria, to stay at Higham Hall for a
few days on a Butterfly and Moth Course which was very rewarding.
We visited various reserves and saw many species of butterflies, including Pearl-bordered
fritillary, Common Blue (m)
Marsh Fritillary,
and mating Common Blue
butterflies.

The moth trap also revealed a wealth of
interesting moths each morning, including
Poplar Hawkmoth and Small Elephant Hawkmoth.

The meadows were glorious especially this lovely Ragged Robin.
30th July
VH

Abbey Fields on July 27th and the Heron,
having a 'bad-feathers-day', decides to spruce
up on the No Fishing sign.
30th July
SG

This beautiful cinnabar moth landed on our new mower
in the garden in July.
30th July
FW

.../

A slight movement on the patio in front of the summerhouse where
we were sitting turned out to be a baby wood mouse bumbling
slowly along in no particular hurry. It looked as though it had just left
a nest, maybe located under the summerhouse.
We watched as it stumbled onto the
garden nearby and were surprised to
see it meeting up with a second baby
wood mouse.
They greeted one another enthusiastically by climbing and
gambolling over each other and eventually snuggling up together
in the undergrowth.
The adults are golden brown with a pale underside. They have large ears and eyes and a long
tail. They are often found in gardens and are mainly nocturnal.
1st August
LD

Walking through the recreation ground at Stratford-on-Avon, we
were pleasantly surprised to see wildflowers had been planted on
a corner near the Colin P Witter Lock and in a corridor created
through the grassland
nearby.

There were colourful
poppies, cornflower,
corn marigold and cosmos.
1st August
LD

During the Ashlawn Cutting walk, three of our larger hoverfly species
Volucella inanis, Volucella zonaria and Volucella pellucens were
feeding at the abundant Lesser Burdock.
The first two can be difficult to tell apart. V. inanis, a wasp mimic, has
a yellow and black striped abdomen and is the same underneath.

Our largest hoverfly, V. zonaria, a hornet mimic, has a warmer
chestnut colouring at the top of the abdomen fading to yellow. It
is much darker underneath.
V.pellucens has a broad white stripe
on the abdomen and shaded wings.

All have the long, orange Volucella face.
4th August
SG

.../

Several more Volucella inanis (female) spotted: This beautiful yellow stripey
hoverfly was seen at Brandon Marsh on Frances’
prewalk, identified later by Sabina of course!

This one seen by Ian
liked the Eryngium flowers.

Some of the insects seen on the Ashlawn Cutting walk (28th July):
Hoverflies:
Eristalis Pertinax,
Platycheirus albimanus,

the 'Batman' hoverfly,
Myathropa florea

and the Footballer,
Helophilus pendulus.
Followed by a Solitary Wasp, Gorytes quadrifasciatus
and a Common Soldier Beetle,
Rhagonycha fulva, with damaged wings
and showing mouth parts.
Both collected and returned to the shrubs, by one of our
younger visitors.
4th August
SG

We’ve had great fun identifying (sometimes incorrectly!)
the moths collected in our newly built moth trap over the
last few months but finally found this beauty today –
a Poplar Hawkmoth.
I left it in the garden all day clinging to a piece of
kitchen roll, hardly moving, finally disappearing at
dusk.
7th August
LW

Snippets to Linda please at: wesandlinda@btinternet.com
www.wnhs.info

