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Some Botany News  
Warwickshire Flora Group met on Saturday 5th 
September at Draycote Water and found hundreds of 
Mudwort (Limosella aquatica) in the drawdown zone just 
opposite the visitor centre, together with the much more 
common Red Goosefoot (Oxybasis rubra) (formerly 
Chenopodium rubrum). 
Mudworts are tiny, easily-overlooked plants that are 
generally considered rare in the UK and quite elusive. 
Their preferred habitat is the muddy edges of rivers, 
reservoirs, rutted tracks, and other ephemeral wet 
habitats. They are on the Rare Plant Register for Warwickshire, and recorded in only a handful of 
sites in the county, Draycote Water being one of them. 
 

These miniature plants are annuals, with rosettes of dark green spoon-shaped leaves and tiny  
2-3mm, 5-petalled white (or lilac) flowers opening only in sunshine. 
7th September       NM 
 

Have you seen this plant? Greater Dodder (Cuscuta europaea) was 

historically considered extinct in Warwickshire. However earlier this 

summer, a healthy population was spotted thriving along the stretch of 

riverbank of the Avon between Bidford-on-Avon and Marlcliff. It is 

fairly noticeable now some of the herbage along the path side has 

been trimmed back. Many plants were still in flower last week, when 

this photo was taken.  
 

Greater Dodder is a parasite feeding on a range of hosts but most 

often seen, (as here in the photo) on stands of Stinging Nettle (Urtica 

dioica) near water. It flowers August to September; the leafless stems 

are reddish and orange; the flowers cream with a four-lobed corolla, 

in elongated clusters along the stringy stems. Its preferred habitat is 

nutrient-rich conditions in damp sunny sites.  

If you think you have seen it near you, do let me know…. 

7th September       NM 

 
 
Warwick District Council Bio-diversity Newsletter 
The Autumn Newsletter has now been published, full of interesting articles – here’s a link: 
 

Biodiversity newsletter - Autumn 2026 
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A rare sighting of an Emerald Swallowtail, Papilio Palinurus, 

photographed by the very surprised and delighted Head Gardener at 

Hillclose Gardens on September 1st. Pupae can be bought online so an 

adult released from that source is a possibility.  

In their natural habitat, the tropical rain forests of Southeast Asia, 

Emerald Swallowtails are strong flyers. In perfect conditions, the 

butterfly could fly the 8 miles from the Stratford Butterfly Farm to 

Hillclose Gardens.  

14th September       SG 

 
 
 
Red Kites seen on Warwick race course today, swooping low over the grass - a dead rabbit 
perhaps? An impressive sight close up! 
15th September          
 

 

 
The migrant Clouded Yellow, Colias croceus,  

resting at the Mill Garden today.  

15th September       SG 

 
 
 

 

 

I have a number of Wainwright, Poucher and Palin books which I would be happy to see go to a 
'good home' and if any one wished, maybe a donation to group funds.  
MA 
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