Warwick Natural History Society

Snippets

No. 161 30t September 2026

You can follow the Society on Bluesky
https://bskv.a rofile /warwicknathistsoc.bskyv.social

Summer's End Safari

A search for insects at the beginning of September proved to be such a
challenge as so many flowers had died in the heatwave. But a visit to Bridge
Nursery near Napton with our insect expert was successful, even though
many plants had expired in 2026 scorching temperatures. The owner warned
us the gardens on clay soil were dried out with cracks after the heatwave but
some flowers were still blooming.

Poppy heads were seen too.

: s Meandering through the peaceful haven we saw several
butterf ies - Whltes Peacocks, Common Blues that feed on Birds Foot Trefoil,
and several Small Coppers with bright copper forewings, black margins and
spots. Male Small Coppers can aggressively attack others on their patch.

A o We saw many Shield bugs with their shield-like shapes
\ . i n on blooms -especially Hairy Shieldbug with its black and white edges on
purply- brown colours. In the USA they are called Stinkbugs as they
release a smelly liquid from glands if threatened. They don’t bite humans
4 but suck up sap. They are common May — Sep, size about 10-13mm, and
y _ overwinter here. Young Shieldbugs look different — called Instars — with
~+%_ brown plain shields without the distinctive triangular marking.

in North American swamps, often planted by water — in this case by a pond that has k ?
almost dried up. A 7 spot Ladybird was on one branch. They are reputed to be
named after the Virgin Mary with her red cloak — the 7 spots are her joys and
sorrows. Ladybirds feed on aphids so are good for gardens but are prey for birds,
spiders and beetles. In the past people ate ladybirds as the yellow fluid they secrete
was thought to be a good painkiller for toothache!

There was a magnificent Swamp Cypress tree with cones galore. The tree is native ﬁwfﬂﬁ
'/ .

The garden was causing much heartache to the lady owner as it had suffered so much thls hot
summer and she raises funds for the National Gardens Scheme. From our point of view, we were
so pleased with our late summer Insect Safari! It merits another visit next year....

16" September  FW

Jephson Gardens

Visitors to Leamington Spa’s award-winning Jephson Gardens can now learn more about some of
the park’s most important trees using new QR-code labels. The gardens which are Grade I listed
on the Historic England Register of Parks and Gardens, are home to more than 140 species of trees
from around the world. Our Green Spaces team has carefully labelled 23 of the park’s most
significant trees with QR codes, allowing you to identify them and find out more information from a
smartphone.

(Warwick District Council Monthly Update)


https://bsky.app/profile/warwicknathistsoc.bsky.social

Butterfly ‘population crash’

Butterfly Conservation reports that the hot, dry weather has provided a boost for butterflies this
year — but may have put them on course for a ‘population crash’.

Whilst adult butterfly species had a good year to fly, feed and breed, the heat and drought led to
many of the plants on which their caterpillars depend dying off or wilting early, potentially leaving
them starving. This could have a severe impact on populations that will not be seen until 2027 and
could take years to recover from.

(Daily Telegraph 17t September)

Some attractive yellow crocus-type flowers in the Sensory Garden at
Jephson Gardens in Leamington have appeared this autumn. The usual
purple type that flower in the autumn are the colchicums, the flowers
appearing before the leaves (unlike the spring-flowering crocus). Maybe
these are some cultivar of Colchicum luteum, the yellow colchicum ... the
plantsmen/women amongst us would perhaps know more. The leaves of
the yellow form usually appear almost at the same time as the

flowers. They are attractive to insects such as hover flies and bees both
of which visited during the short time we spent photographing them.

22 September LD

& Alsoin Jephson Gardens, sitting on the Crown Fountains

" were two adult swans, possibly the resident pair, with one
fairly large cygnet. Maybe the last of the brood to
survive?

22" September LD

In the past few weeks, I’ve noticed several birds very quietly singing to
themselves from low bushes. This is called ’subsong’. Robins do it in the
autumn quite a lot. A blackbird in St. Nicholas Churchyard has been
whispering to itself from a forsythia bush for the past few days, and
yesterday it was a song thrush, almost inaudible in the undergrowth.
Scientists reckon the subsong - usually produced with the bird's’ bill closed
- comes from a young bird learning how to sing, or sometimes from adults
keeping their syrinx active before the breeding season.

1t’s worth stopping to look and listen if you hear this very quiet song from
a concealed perch. It might be a robin, thrush or blackbird, or possibly a
dunnock or an overwintering blackcap, rehearsing for the breeding season.
28" September ~ RT
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